Teacher Appreciation Week 2020
1 216 791 reasons to improve our teachers' working conditions!
Montréal, 02-02-2020. As Teacher Appreciation Week 2020, held from February
2 to 8, gets underway, the Fédération des syndicats de l’enseignement (FSECSQ) and the Association of Employees of Northern Quebec (AENQ) would like
to extend their warmest thanks to all teachers across Québec for their fantastic
work with students, whether in schools or centres, despite dealing with less than
ideal working conditions. The theme chosen by the Ministry of Education this
year is “1 216 791 reasons to thank a teacher!”, a reference to the number of
students in the Québec school system.
“Thank you to all the teachers who, again and again, carry our schools, despite
dwindling resources. You perform small miracles every single day for the
students in our schools and centres. The positive impact you have on their lives
is invaluable. It is high time that you are given working conditions that live up to
your needs and that will finally give you a little breathing room,” said AENQ
President Larry Imbeault.
“The management offers received ask teachers to do even more: more students
per class, more working hours each day, each week and each year, more
mandatory tasks to make up for staff shortages, less professional autonomy,
more accountability, and, to cap it all, a salary increase well below inflation rates.
The way we see things, there are undoubtedly 1 216 791 reasons to have better
working conditions,” summed up FSE-CSQ President Josée Scalabrini.
The Association of Employees of Northern Quebec
The Association of Employees of Northern Quebec is a union that brings together
more than 1,600 members, namely the teaching and support staff of both the
Cree and Kativik School Boards, the teaching staff of two Atikamekw high
schools, as well as the employees of two Eeyou Istchee childcare centers. Its
members work in all nine Eeyou Istchee James Bay Cree communities,
Nunavik’s fourteen Inuit communities, as well as in Wemotaci, Opitciwan,
Montréal, Gatineau, Amos and Saint-Jérôme. It is affiliated with the Fédération
des syndicats de l’enseignement (FSE-CSQ) and the Centrale des syndicats du
Québec (CSQ).
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